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my view, of the health care system in 
America, something a majority of 
Americans have voiced their deep con-
cern about—employer mandates, and 
biologic drug regulation. 

So here we are supposedly moving 
forward, and the administration 
spokesperson in the last couple of days 
said the bill that is being considered by 
the HELP Committee is not, ‘‘the ad-
ministration’s bill.’’ What is the ad-
ministration’s bill? Where is the ad-
ministration’s bill? We have no idea 
what the provisions I just mentioned 
will cost or whether they will create 
jobs and whether the American people 
will be called upon to pay an increase 
in taxes and, if so, who will pay them. 
I do not know how you move forward 
with legislation that, frankly, you do 
not know how you are going to pay for. 

How can the President and the ma-
jority expect the American people to 
take them seriously when they talk of 
wanting a bipartisan product that ad-
dresses their needs when, at the same 
time, majority members and their staff 
have written the entire bill without 
any input from this side of the aisle? I 
assure you, the American people would 
have much more confidence in this ef-
fort if both Republicans and Democrats 
were working together on health care 
reform. Instead of changing Wash-
ington, it sounds an awful lot like a 
one-sided effort to jam a bill through 
before the American people understand 
what is in it. 

This morning, there is some very in-
teresting data. According to a CBS/New 
York Times survey, the President 
holds a 57-percent approval rating, 
which is very good. On health care, his 
approval rating is 44 percent. That is 
way down, and it is down because the 
American people are beginning to fig-
ure out that we are going to have a 
proposal that will end in government 
control of American’s health care, it 
will squeeze out competition, and it 
will be incredibly expensive. As I men-
tioned, the CBO preliminary estimate 
is $1 trillion, but insures only one-third 
of the American people, and it leaves 32 
million people without health insur-
ance. 

So we hear that the Finance Com-
mittee, as I mentioned, is in such dis-
array over the costs and policies in 
their bill that they have postponed 
their consideration until after the 
Fourth of July break. They obviously 
don’t have their policies together 
enough to move forward. It appears to 
me, from my service on the Health 
Committee, that it does not either. 

I think the only reasonable thing to 
do is to go back to the drawing board. 
Let’s go back to the beginning. Let’s 
sit down together and work out a rea-
sonable proposal that we can go to the 
American people with that says we will 
provide them with affordable and avail-
able health care. Every American 
knows the costs are out of control, ev-
erybody knows it needs to be reformed. 
But we will do so without a govern-
ment takeover of America’s health 
care system. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I 

suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, on 
behalf of the majority leader, I yield 
back whatever time remains in morn-
ing business for this side. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Is the Republican time also yielded 
back? 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Madam President, 
on behalf of the Republican leader, I 
yield back the time on our side. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

APOLOGIZING FOR THE ENSLAVE-
MENT AND RACIAL SEGREGA-
TION OF AFRICAN AMERICANS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 26, which the 
clerk will report. 

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the clerk 
read the entire text of the resolution. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 26), 

apologizing for the enslavement and racial 
segregation of African Americans. 

Whereas, during the history of the Nation, 
the United States has grown into a symbol of 
democracy and freedom around the world; 

Whereas the legacy of African Americans 
is interwoven with the very fabric of the de-
mocracy and freedom of the United States; 

Whereas millions of Africans and their de-
scendants were enslaved in the United States 
and the 13 American colonies from 1619 
through 1865; 

Whereas Africans forced into slavery were 
brutalized, humiliated, dehumanized, and 
subjected to the indignity of being stripped 
of their names and heritage; 

Whereas many enslaved families were torn 
apart after family members were sold sepa-
rately; 

Whereas the system of slavery and the vis-
ceral racism against people of African de-
scent upon which it depended became en-
meshed in the social fabric of the United 
States; 

Whereas slavery was not officially abol-
ished until the ratification of the 13th 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States in 1865, after the end of the 
Civil War; 

Whereas after emancipation from 246 years 
of slavery, African Americans soon saw the 
fleeting political, social, and economic gains 

they made during Reconstruction evis-
cerated by virulent racism, lynchings, dis-
enfranchisement, Black Codes, and racial 
segregation laws that imposed a rigid system 
of officially sanctioned racial segregation in 
virtually all areas of life; 

Whereas the system of de jure racial seg-
regation known as ‘‘Jim Crow’’, which arose 
in certain parts of the United States after 
the Civil War to create separate and unequal 
societies for Whites and African Americans, 
was a direct result of the racism against peo-
ple of African descent that was engendered 
by slavery; 

Whereas the system of Jim Crow laws offi-
cially existed until the 1960’s—a century 
after the official end of slavery in the United 
States—until Congress took action to end it, 
but the vestiges of Jim Crow continue to this 
day; 

Whereas African Americans continue to 
suffer from the consequences of slavery and 
Jim Crow laws—long after both systems 
were formally abolished—through enormous 
damage and loss, both tangible and intan-
gible, including the loss of human dignity 
and liberty; 

Whereas the story of the enslavement and 
de jure segregation of African Americans and 
the dehumanizing atrocities committed 
against them should not be purged from or 
minimized in the telling of the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas those African Americans who suf-
fered under slavery and Jim Crow laws, and 
their descendants, exemplify the strength of 
the human character and provide a model of 
courage, commitment, and perseverance; 

Whereas, on July 8, 2003, during a trip to 
Goree Island, Senegal, a former slave port, 
President George W. Bush acknowledged the 
continuing legacy of slavery in life in the 
United States and the need to confront that 
legacy, when he stated that slavery ‘‘was . . 
. one of the greatest crimes of history . . . 
The racial bigotry fed by slavery did not end 
with slavery or with segregation. And many 
of the issues that still trouble America have 
roots in the bitter experience of other times. 
But however long the journey, our destiny is 
set: liberty and justice for all.’’; 

Whereas President Bill Clinton also ac-
knowledged the deep-seated problems caused 
by the continuing legacy of racism against 
African Americans that began with slavery, 
when he initiated a national dialogue about 
race; 

Whereas an apology for centuries of brutal 
dehumanization and injustices cannot erase 
the past, but confession of the wrongs com-
mitted and a formal apology to African 
Americans will help bind the wounds of the 
Nation that are rooted in slavery and can 
speed racial healing and reconciliation and 
help the people of the United States under-
stand the past and honor the history of all 
people of the United States; 

Whereas the legislatures of the Common-
wealth of Virginia and the States of Ala-
bama, Florida, Maryland, and North Caro-
lina have taken the lead in adopting resolu-
tions officially expressing appropriate re-
morse for slavery, and other State legisla-
tures are considering similar resolutions; 
and 

Whereas it is important for the people of 
the United States, who legally recognized 
slavery through the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States, to make a formal 
apology for slavery and for its successor, Jim 
Crow, so they can move forward and seek 
reconciliation, justice, and harmony for all 
people of the United States: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the sense of the 
Congress is the following: 

(1) APOLOGY FOR THE ENSLAVEMENT AND 
SEGREGATION OF AFRICAN-AMERICANS.—The 
Congress— 
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